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Glory, glory in the highest!
Peace on earth, goodwill to all
men.

Down the ages send the echo.
Let the glad earth shout again.
Christ is born in Bethlehem.
He is Son of God and Son of man.
Gloria! Sing glory in the highest!

Gloria! Shout out again!

The words above based on Luke’s gospel Ch.2, v.14




The Minister’s Musings

This autumn saw history being made in a
very small way within the village of
Knaphill. For on the 11th of November
the very first public Armistice Day “Act
of Remembrance” was conducted in the High Street. Now I know
that this is not unusual as people are doing likewise the length
and breadth of the country, but it has never before happened
here. Therefore, it was very heartening that on a wet cold
morning a hundred and eighty people came and participated. And
here I use the word participate advisably, for remembrance must
never be passive, leaving us unaffected. Remembrance must be
active, changing our present and redirecting our futures to ensure
that the peace and justice past generations have secured is not
only maintained but built upon so that everyone can live in
dignity. Sadly, when we fail to remember, we repeat our
mistakes. So it is good to physically stop and dynamically
remember all those who have given of themselves for us and our
future and for those doing this on our behalf today.

Advent, like Remembrance, is also a period of active reflection, a
season of quiet expectation and waiting. Light years from the
frenetic commercial activity and frazzle of most people's
experience of preparation for Christmas. Yet, if we are prepared
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to stop and actively remember that first Christmas when God
came seeking us, our here and now will be changed. Priorities we
thought were so significant are placed within their true
perspective. Britain is blessed to be experiencing an extended
period of relative calm and prosperity, and this is true even in the
current economic climate (you don't have to go far in this world
to see first hand depravation and true poverty), yet God wants so
much more for us all. Jesus came with the explicit mission to
liberate us and give us hope. Yet from the beginning the forces of
the powerful started circling around trying to squeeze out hope,
justice and love, until finally at Easter, might thought it had won.
So let us stop and remember the one who gave His all for us, and
let this truth effect our today in light of the knowledge that full
peace and prosperity, the Shalom of God, has been won for us at
the greatest cost. And with this knowledge move forward with
confidence and joy, recognising that in Christ our today need not
be as it is, and our future can experience joy and peace in all its
fullness. For with the resurrection, life has conquered death; and
joy, fear. And so we pause and wait, remembering Bethlehem
and allowing Christ to redirect our present and future until He
returns and ushers in the joy of the full kingdom of God. So
pause this advent and allow God's Shalom in this Christmas.

Richard




——t

I wonder what would have happened if the inn keeper had

Editor’s Ramﬁfings
THE INN

really known that he turned away the Prince of Peace from

the inn?

If he had known who Mary and Joseph
really were and that she was carrying as
her child God's Son, then I think he
would have certainly found the Royal
Suite for them to stay in and not the
stable. But it wasn't to be, they were
destined for the STABLE, the most
humble place.

You all know the Christmas story.

There are still many today who still don't
know who Jesus is and have NO ROOM in
their lives for Him.

On behalf of the
Officers of the church
We wish you all a very happy and joyful Christmas

But Mary and Joseph were found a place to rest and give

birth of God's Son.

It reminds me of many people and places
in today's world where many (refugees)
are seeking a place to shelter and rest
and to find food, clothing, medical care
and love.

Christmas is a time when many people
living on their own feel vulnerable and
lonely.

Maybe there is room in your INN this
Christmas time to ask someone in to
share a meal with you, so that you can
share the love of Jesus with them.



LOVE RUSSIA TOOTHBRUSH
APPEAL

At the time of writing I have been give 68 toothbrushes and
£55. If you would still like to help please like Derek know as
I will be sending these to Love Russia very soon. Thanks to
everybody who has responded. The best you have ever
done and well done.

COFFEE MORNING

I don't want to steal Ann's thunder, but a bit of history.

The church first thought about having a coffee morning and
it was tried out on some Saturday mornings without any
success. So it was changed to Wednesdays and people
came and a good number started coming on a regular basis.

Pam Younger, Jeanette, Eileen and Ken were the early day
helpers and a good time was had by all. Over a period of
time people retired or left or both and Ann took over the
weekly meetings. After a while she was finding this too
much and it was changed to once a month. The numbers
have dwindled and she has decided that now is the time to
gracefully step down.

It's good to remember that many of our ladies came to
church through the coffee mornings.

So thank you Ann and Ken for keeping going so long. The
final coffee morning will be held in December.
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REMEMBRANCE DAY

Our thanks to Richard for taking the initiative for organising
the Remembrance Day service in Knaphill. It was well
attended and much appreciated by all who came and took
part. There was a good display of the event in the library
and the children's poems were first class.

FELLOWSHIP NEWS

Many of our friends have been unwell since the Ilast
Newsletter.

Please pray for Eileen Webber who has had 2 short spells in
hospital and is still not fully recovered. It is good that she
has been able to get back to church. She has good
neighbours who look out for her. Remember also Yvonne
and Colin. Yvonne will be receiving treatment over the next
few weeks and we pray for her complete healing.

Sylvia and David have suffered with the flu, many have
suffered with winter colds etc. Also remember Cis, Floss and
Dorothy in your prayers. Also pray for Paul as he seeks new
employment after being made redundant. Also remember to
pray for Joanna who is making a slow recovery and it has
been good to see her back in church. We all miss her.



The Donkey

The donkey carefully walked along Three Wise men came and gave some gifts,
the narrow stoney road, but the donkey had also given.
he somehow knew that he was carrying He'd given his care whilst carrying Mary,
a very precious load. and never had to be driven.
For on his back sat a gentle lady, The donkey turned as he heard a voice say,
Mary was her name, "For what you've done for Me,
And with her husband, Joseph, The sign of the Cross will be on your back,
to Bethlehem they came. for everyone to see".
When Joseph saw the darkening sky, How humble and proud the donkey felt,
his looks became more worried, as he gazed at the Baby Divine.
as, failing to get a room at the Inn, And so it is right down through the years,
to a stable nearby they hurried. all donkeys bear this sign.
And there in the warmth of a lowly stable, He stood and watched this lovely scene,
Jesus Christ was born. in which he'd played a part.
A brilliant star in the sky above His old grey head held high with pride,

signalled this special dawn. and happiness filled his heart.



True Stories
A personal tribute by the Editor.

Way back in 1980 an advert appeared in the Christian Press
for a new holiday venture in Wales called "All Age Christian
Ministries". It was one of those ads that appealed. In fact it
was so strong that we applied and went in 1981, just to
see! So we met for the first time Glyn Morgan and his wife
Joan and family and Rosemary Jones, his P.A. and musician
and the then hotel manager.

This all came about by an ACT OF FAITH. The hotel
belonged to the Baptist Fellowship and was up for sale. Glyn
hadn't any money, but took over the hotel by agreeing to
pay for it out of the profits of his holidays.

We enjoyed the holiday, fellowship and Glyn's ministry so
much that we took a party from the church back the
following year. Hilda was part of that party. On the first
occasion over a hundred people went and on the second
about eighty. People came from all over the country and
coach trips were arranged to places of interest in Wales.

It was in the early eighties that people were going abroad
for their holidays (Wales was usually very wet!), so Glyn
advertised a holiday to Majorca; 500 applied and went. The
hotel in Wales was gradually wound down and sold and
holidays abroad took off. Destinations were to again
Majorca, Austria, Israel, Malta, Cyprus, Ibiza and Spain. We
had the privilege of going to Israel with a party of 150
strong. The tours were called "Where Jesus Walked". Every
holiday had a Bible theme running through it at morning
and evening devotions.

Last year we went on a holiday to Cyprus and the theme
was "Be Joyful".

Some time later Glyn started his reunion weekends in
various parts of the country. Every year one weekend was
held in Bournemouth. We attended most of these over a
period of some 20 years.

This is a very short tribute to Glyn's ministry. He had a
newspaper "Alive News".

He had just started preparing Christian programmes to be
broadcast on Sky TV He ran "A Mission to England"
campaign. There was no end to his ministry.

It was while on a holiday this September that Glyn wasn't
well and had to return home on the Sunday. (We actually
started the holiday going Monday to Friday). And that was
the end of our 28 years of association with All Age.

Sadly Glyn passed away 6 weeks later having been
diagnosed with advanced liver cancer.

A very humble, family man, who loved God's word and
brought it alive with his preaching. He baptised many in the
river Jordan and brought many closer to God. Over 300
people from far and wide attended his funeral in Wales. We,
like so many others will miss him very much and I'm sure
the Lord would have said;

"Well done, my good and faithful servant".



To breathe the air the Saviour did,
and to stand beneath the trees
that surely heard His vibrant voice
as He prayed, upon His knees.

To walk the Via Dolorosa

and feel the agony

He suffered as He bore the Cross,
and died for you and me.

The ancient Sea of Galilee

in @ storm must give a thrill,

for in the wind there's an echo yet
of His Words, "Peace, be still".
And there are boats with fishermen
who hope to fill their nets

before the evening shadows fall,
and the sun begins to set.

T, ﬁougﬁts on visiting Israel

How often did our Gracious Lord
stand waiting on the shore,

in order to preach from such a boat
to crowds of rich and poor.

O Jerusalem, Jerusalem,

when I see your Golden Gate,

I'll hear the shouts that followed
Him, voices filled with hate.

The modern sounds of Israel,
with buildings large and tall,
won't take away the wonder and
the beauty of it all.

To walk the land the Saviour did
from His birth to resurrection,
will surely stay within our hearts,
with true, and deep affection



It's another “Christmas Trivia” Quiz for you to puzzle over
this year while digesting your sprouts and Christmas pud!
Some (I think!) are quite easy and some you may need to
think harder about - but it is just for fun and so don't let it
keep you awake too long after Christmas dinner!

1. Which of Santa’s reindeer is first alphabetically?

2.  Which English seaside town does the Snowman fly over
in the famous musical animated cartoon?

3. From which Scandinavian country do most of our
Christmas trees come from?

4. Which Anglo-Saxon word translates as “dung on a
twig”?
5. In which country were turkeys first found?

6. What name was given to the Pacific Island which
Captain James Cook discovered on Christmas Eve,
17777

7. What year was the first charity Christmas card
produced and for which charity?

8. Which country officially ceased to exist on Christmas
Day 19917

9. What is Aladdin’s surname?

10. On which Caribbean island was Christmas removed as a
national holiday between 1970 and 19977

11. At which Royal Residence does the Queen traditionally
spend Christmas and New Year?

12. Which country invented the tradition of kissing under
the Mistletoe - Great Britain, Germany or France?

13. Where was I when I saw Mommy kissing Santa Claus?
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14. What is the next line - “"Christmas is coming, the goose
is getting fat”?

15. With which seasonal product did J C Hall make his first
million?

16. There are 365 days in a normal year, but what number
is Christmas Day?

17. Which well-known fantasy author wrote the book “The
Father Christmas Letters”?

18. In 1937, which country issued the first postage stamp
to commemorate Christmas?

19. On Band Aid's 'Do They Know It's Christmas' who sang
the opening line "At Christmas time, there's no need to
be afraid"?

20. Which famous German religious leader is said to have
been the first person to have the idea of putting
candles (lights) on Christmas trees ?

Answers to Colours Quiz (Autumn 2009 Newsletter)

1. Zechariah “Behind him were red, brown and white horses.”
(Zechariah 1:8); 2. Green (Genesis 1:30); 3. Lydia (Acts
16:14); 4. Blue (Numbers 4:4-6); 5. Jesus (Matthew 16 1-2);
6. War (Revelation 6:4); 7. Scarlet/Crimson (Isaiah 1:18); 8.
Locusts (Exodus 10:12-15); 9. The mount of transfiguration
(Mark 9:2-3); 10. Rest (Psalms 23:2); 11. Scarlet (Matthew
27:28); 12. Blue, purple & crimson (2 Chronicles 3:14); 13.
Elijah (1 Kings 18:45); 14. A righteous person (Proverbs 11:28);
15. Scarlet (Genesis 38:28); 16. Sorry, trick question! It was
“richly ornamented” - no colours were mentioned! (Genesis
37:3).



THE INCOMPARABLE CHRIST

He was born contrary to the laws of nature, lived
in poverty, reared in obscurity, only once crossed
the boundary of the land in childhood. He had
neither wealth nor influence and had neither
training nor education. His relatives were
inconspicuous and uninfluential.

In infancy he startled a king, in boyhood he
puzzled the doctors, in manhood ruled the course
of nature. He walked upon the billows and
hushed the sea to sleep. He healed the
multitudes without medicine and made no charge
for his services. He never wrote a book, yet not
all the libraries of the country could hold the
books that have been written about him. He
never wrote a song, yet he has furnished the
theme of more songs than all songwriters
combined. He never founded a college yet all the
schools together cannot boast of as many
students as he has. He never practised medicine
and yet he healed more broke hearts than the
doctors broken bodies.

He never marshalled an army, drafted a soldier,
nor fired a gun, yet no leader ever made more
volunteers who have, under his orders, made
rebels stack arms of surrender without a shot
being fired.

He is the Star of Astronomy, the Rock of Geology,
the Lion and the Lamb of Zoology, the
Harmoniser of all discords and the healer of all
diseases. Great men have come and gone, yet he
lives on. Herod could not kill him, Satan could not
seduce him. Death could not destroy him, the
grave could not hold him.

He laid aside his purple robe for a peasant’s
gown. He was rich, yet for our sake he became
poor. How poor? Ask Mary! Ask the wise men! He
slept in another's manger. He cruised the lake in
another's boat. He rode on another man's ass. He
was buried in another man's tomb. All failed but
he never. The ever Perfect One - he is the
Chiefest among ten thousand.

HE IS THE ALTOGETHER LOVELY ONE



The following poem was found in a church in Bristol while on
holiday.

Remember...

h When people are curt Or ignore what you say, h
When people's words hurt And friends keep away,
Remember God loves you.
When life feels all empty
And weighed down with care,
When tears come in plenty
With no one to share Remember God loves you.

When sickness is on you And health takes a blow, When joys all
desert you

And energy's low, Remember God loves you.
When pain comes at night
And sleep disappears,
When nothing feels right,
And you're riddled with fears,
Remember God loves you.
Anon.



A very religious couple was touring the Holy Land
during the Christmas season and decided that it
would be very meaningful to them to spend
Christmas Eve in Bethlehem, the birthplace of
Jesus. Arriving there, they searched high and low
for a room, but none was available at any price.
Finally, they pulled up in front of the Sheraton-
Bethlehem and the husband got out of the car,
telling his wife: "Stay here, sweetie. Let me see if
I can do something for us."

He approached the desk and the receptionist told
him there were no rooms. "Sorry, sir. It's
Christmas Eve, our busiest time."

No matter how much the man offered to pay, the
receptionist said he had nothing. Finally, the man
told the receptionist: "I bet if I told you my name
was Joseph, that the woman waiting in the car
was called Mary, and that she had a newborn
infant, you'd find us a room."

"Well," stammered the
suppose so."

receptionist, "I - 1

"Okay," said the man. "I guarantee you they're
not coming tonight, so we'll take their room."

You Know, agbe thak

wasn't such a clever
suagestion afier all..

MEDICAL ISSION BIRTHDAY
SCHEME
January
No Birthdays
February March
13" Eileen Webber 1st  Ruth Moore

14" Judy Spink

20" Eileen Byde
25" John Kelland
Thank you to all who participate. If you would like to join please

let me know as | am currently making up the book for 2010. If you

would like to discontinue please also let me know, or if | get no response
to the birthday card | shall take it that you don't wish to continue.

2nd Mick Dennison
24th Mrs J Deslandes

Rita.



FIRST WEDNESDAY CAFE and LAST CHRISTMAS SPECIAL

The Wednesday Coffee & Chat Morning was first opened
by Bob A Pam Younger in September 1984, helped by
Eileen Byde, Hilda Dowsett and Jeanette Hicks, and has
run very successfully for 25 years!

It has been a great outreach achievement of this church,
bringing in a lot of people from Knaphill village, including
many from Haven House, Princess Christian Homes and
at one time Out Patients from Brookwood Hospital who
had been prescribed a KBC Wednesday Morning by the
Consultant of the Hospital! The Coffee Morning was often
packed, and it did us all good to see people enjoying the
jokes, puzzles and joining in with the well known songs
that Bob would play on the organ. He'd then calm us all
down with a soothing Bible reading. They were good,
blessed times, and I for one felt pleased to be a supporter
of it when I could. All the prayers that went into its
support were appreciated, and the Lord blessed the
church for it.

You will probably see where this is leading... and if I were
to quote from Ecclesiastes 3, v.l - There is a time for
everything, and a season for every activity under the
heavens:' v.6 .... A time to keep and a time to throw
away' you will see that the leaders of the coffee morning
have come to the conclusion after struggling for a couple
of years, that the need for this kind of cafe is fading. Last

month we had a pleasant enough time, but there were
only five or six of us, and those five were mainly 'the
helpers'! -stalwart though they are, and maybe needing
to help, there was, nonetheless, few in need of help.
Numbers have dwindled, and I, one of the two actual
Church members, cannot promise to keep up my own
attendance in the New Year.

I cannot help but feel a bit sad, but I do know that
everyone has tried very hard, and I think especially of
Ken Hall who has rarely missed being there in charge of
the drinks and doing most of the work since before I
became a regular. Pauline has been a brilliant supporter
and Brian and Frank have always helped from the word
go. I thank them and all who have helped over the years,
and I thank the Lord for all who have come through those
doors, and I know many who join with me in those
thanks.

We have the Men's' Breakfast, the Women's Fellowship
and a healthy Parents' and Toddlers' £roup to keep those
doors open during the week now, and the New Year may
bring new ideas. But for now, we'll let the Coffee Shop
close. Maybe it will reform into something new in the
future.

Ann.

A Christmas Celebration as usual -

First Wednesday,

2" Decem ber

with savoury food and Mince Pies, carols and gifts.

A Happy Christmas to All!



JUNIOR CHURCH -
G-FORCE! Ages 3-8 years

We pray for Joanna's swift healing, and also give thanks
for the immediate support from Sohan, Judith and Jill to
help run this group since Joanna's accident. The group
have studied the Easter Story! - which may seem like an
odd time of year, but in fact, there is little time after Palm
Sunday to get the whole story of Easter told; The arrest,
the trial, the Crucifixion and the Resurrection. The
booklets have helped very much with art work and
puzzles which support the lesson. At this time, it is also
good to remember why Jesus came into the world at
Christmas - which we will all now be celebrating!

Ages 9+ years.

We have been coming closer to the teachings of Jesus
with the help of our Y~Zone booklets. Khloe and Lauren
mended a paper broken heart with ideas for showing
Christian love when we did 'Love thy neighbour', and poor
Khloe had to sort out Ann's 'grow-bags' (some of which
would grow nothing!) to help illustrate the parable of the
sower! We are looking forward to Advent and rehearsals
for a Christmas Sketch, though we may need a bigger
cast! You have been warned!

KNAPHILL WOMEN'S
FELLOWSHIP

We are well through our Autumn session with Christmas
now just round the corner. However we have missed two
of our members - Joanna through a fall which landed her
in hospital with a broken hip, and then quickly after that
Yvonne went into hospital for an operation which turned
out more serious than she thought, and is now awaiting
further treatment. They are both very cheerful, and we
pray their healing will continue. We must not forget
Toots, who goes into hospital on 19th November for an
operation. We pray all goes well with her, and that she
will make a good recovery. We look forward to seeing
them back with us again soon.

Earlier in the session we had Angela Jones speak to us
about Tools with a mission'. She was so interesting, we
could have listened to her all afternoon. Later Derek came
and gave us one of his musical afternoons, and Richard
has again given us a monthly Devotional. We are always
grateful for all who give their time to come to us on a
Tuesday.

Then of course the big event recently was Hilda's 90th
birthday, and we had a little celebration. She is one of our
faithful members and we pray the Lord's blessing on her
in the days ahead. Finally we wish you all Joy and Peace,
and may the Lord be with you all over the Christmas
season.

Ellen Goode



FROM THE TREASURER’S CALCULATOR

have supported MAF, Smile Train, FEBA, BMS, Mission
Without Borders, BU Home Mission, Tear Fund, the
Joseph Deller Appeal, Operation Agri and Spurgeons
Childcare.

™ Calculator !Em

Edit Miew Help

As we come to the conclusion of another very busy year,
it's only natural that we look back and reflect on what
was, and on what could (or should) have been!

Financially we have had an excellent year, with
the offering already above target for the full
year, and with December still to run. Gift Day
was 50% higher than budgeted, and our
income tax refunds 20% higher than budgeted.
So we must conclude the year by giving thanks
to God for the generosity of His people, and the
way He has enabled them to give.

But there’s also plenty of local work that
we should be tackling, making His name
known in Knaphill and surrounding areas;
partnering with the other churches in the
village to tackle the bigger projects; and
generally continuing to ensure the
building is maintained to serve the Lord;
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So we must set ourselves a challenge for
next year - "How do we grow the work
we are doing?” Praying for guidance is
great start towards answering this
question, so I'd encourage us all to pray,
so that when we come to January’s
Church Meeting and decide on our priorities for the year,
we can together better discern the Lord’s will for his
people in Knaphill in 2010.

Our expenses have also been higher, with the
manse boiler at the top of the list, but overall
we will actually be in balance for the year. So 1
more thanks - that the Lord provides exactly M+ o | w| .| ] =
for the work He needs doing!

MR 4 h b * %

MS 1 2 3 =

What should have been? Well there are always

more things we could spend money on because there is
always more work to do for the Lord! There are many
extremely worthwhile causes that would benefit hugely
from any gifts we could give them. This year past we

Finally, those recent offering figures...

Apr ‘09| May '09| Jun'08| Jul'08| Aug '08| Sep '09| Oct'09| Nov '09
Actual £584 £657 £467 £554 £602 £463 £549 £514
Target £531 £531 £531 £531 £531 £531 £531 £531




